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" astonished all Europe by his infant knowledge/'* The
tours paid for themselves, for the family gave concerts as it
went along. The first tour—father, son, and daughter—to
Munich was made in January 1762, the second, to Vienna, in
September-October of the same year. The cheerful Viennese
received the infant prodigy with kindness and indeed with
enthusiasm;" we conversed with the first Ministers and ladies,"
wrote the father in a letter to the landlord of his Salzburg house.
The Empress Maria Theresa took the boy Mozart on to her
lap, and gave him and his sister each a rich robe, made for a
young archduke and archduchess. The solemn, good-natured
Emperor Francis sat beside the clavier and watched the little
boy's fingers as they wandered over the keyboard. Kaunitz,
Count Harrach, Count Hardegg, had the Mozarts to perform,
and sent carriages to bring them to the great houses. The third
tour was made to Munich in 1763. The boy played before the
Elector of Bavaria in the Pakce of Nymphenburg, and before
the Duke of Zweibriicken in the Court's summer residence at
Schwetzingen. The family—father, mother, son, and daughter
—proceeded to Heidelberg, Frankfort (where Goethe heard
the boy pky at a concert), Bonn, and Aix-la-Chapelle, where
they played before Princess Amalia, sister of the King of
Prussia. From Aix they went on to Paris, where the Bavarian
ambassador lodged them in his hotel. They played before the
Court at Versailles; the boy did not like Madame de Pompa-
dour. " Who is this who won't fcigg me? " he said aloud.
" My empress kissed me.'* Grimm, the secretary to the Duke
of Orleans, the correspondent of Catherine II and other
famous people, was extremely active cm their behalf, and sold
320 tickets for their first concert.
After Paris came London. The Mozarts were there from
April 1764 to September 1765. They stayed first in Frith
Street, Soho, and kter in Chelsea. The King and Queen took
a keen interest m the boy. George III tried him on the piano
with pieces of Bach and Handel. Once when the Mozarts were
walking in St James's Park the royal carriage, which was
1 Charles Burney, op. dt., vol. ii, p. 323,

